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Dear VIAC friends,
Welcome to the Fourth VIAC CAN Congress — “Cultivating Ideas Into Impact”!

The VIAC CAN initiative continues to grow in pursuit of its mission to strengthen VIAC’s
position as the premier arbitral institution in the CEE / SEE region. Over the past year,
our network has expanded considerably, driven above all by the commitment and
expertise of our Ambassadors. Alongside their efforts, the Trade Commissioners of
ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA have contributed valuable insights into commercial
developments in individual markets. Together, these complementary efforts allow us to
refine our services and continuously strengthen our tailor-made solutions in commercial
and investment arbitration as well as mediation.

As we gather today, we also look back on an extraordinary milestone. 2025 was a
defining year for VIAC, marking our 50th anniversary, five decades of commitment to
excellence in international dispute resolution. The celebrations began with the Third
VIAC CAN Congress in February 2025, which brought together practitioners from
across the region for a rich programme centred on leadership, the rule of law, and
emerging challenges at the intersection of arbitration, criminal proceedings, and social
media. The Gala Dinner at the Austrian National Library and our gathering at the Ball of
Legal Professionals set a memorable tone for this remarkable Golden Jubilee year.

In the spirit of building on this strong foundation, VIAC CAN expanded into several new
markets in 2025 and early 2026, supported by our newly appointed Ambassadors from
Armenia, Latvia, the Netherlands, Ireland, England, and Scotland, who bring fresh
momentum to the initiative. At the same time, a new VIAC Board for 2026-2028 has
been appointed, ushering in a renewed vision for the institution. We are pleased that the
Board now includes distinguished members from Serbia, Slovenia and Romania. Their
collective expertise strengthens VIAC’s CEE/SEE focus and deepens our engagement
with stakeholders across the region.

This year’s programme reflects this forward-looking spirit, offering a keynote, interactive
workshops, and panel discussions that transform ideas into meaningful impact. The
Congress is complemented b¥ our festive Gala Dinner at the Austrian National Library
and a celebration at the Ball of Legal Professionals at the Hofburg Palace.

We look forward to insightful exchanges, new connections, and inspiring conversations.

Sincerely yours,

NIAMH LEINWATHER EMA POTOCNIK VLADYSLAVA DONCHYK
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PROGRAMME AT A GLANCE

Our yearly Congress plays a vital role in advancing the objectives of the
VIAC Community Ambassador Network. By gathering professionals from
the network including our impressive VIAC Ambassadors, the Congress
showcases recent developments in the market, considers how these
markets will develop in the future and serves as a platform for sharing
ideas and networking.

THURSDAY
Exclusive Programme for VIAC Ambassadors
1 2 CLOSED EVENT

FRIDAY The Fourth VIAC CAN Congress
WELCOMING ALL PARTICIPANTS

1 3 Gala Dinner at the Austrian National Library
WELCOMING-ALL PARTICIRPANTS SOLD OUT!

SATURDAY jyristenball / Ball of Legal Professionals
WELCOMING ALL PARTICIPANTS
1 4 SOLD OUT!



























































































































