SERGEJS DILEVKA FCIArb
Dubai, United Arab Emirates
Mobile: +971 56 485 6719
E-mail: s.dilevka@gmail.com


PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Galadari Advocates & Legal Consultants, Dubai, 2021 – Present
Partner, Dispute Resolution (Arbitration) Department, Dubai, 2025 - Present
Senior Counsel, Dispute Resolution (Arbitration) Department, Dubai, 2021 – 2025

Recent Experience:
· Advising and representing a UAE-based conglomerate regarding potential LCIA and international treaty arbitrations against Kurdistan Regional Government and the Republic of Iraq concerning recovery of USD 2 billion invested into the oil sector;
· Representing a Dubai-based IT company in a DIAC arbitration in a EUR 35 million dispute against a Cairo-based telecommunications operator regarding a exclusivity right over procurement, installation, and operation of an A2P SMS SMS hub solution;
· Representing a Dubai-based petrochemicals trading company in a DIAC arbitration claiming USD 30 million against a Dubai-based counterparty, including a counterclaim of USD 60 million, concerning an alleged joint venture agreement relating to sale and distribution of fuel in Brazil;
· Advising an Abu Dhabi-based subcontractor in negotiations with a top UAE energy producing conglomerate over the terms of an EPCM agreement for procurement of industrial pumps worth USD 60 million for a USD multi-billion pipeline project in UAE;
· Representing one of Dubai’s largest real estate developer in a DIAC arbitration claiming in excess of AED 9 million against two individual respondents and their successors concerning additional build-up area developed on a land plot in Dubai;
· Acting as a co-arbitrator appointed by DIAC in a dispute pertaining to underpayment for a property in Dubai by one of Dubai’s largest real estate developers;
· Representing a UAE-based quasi-governmental organisation in a construction dispute pertaining to a USD 3 billion project in Abu Dhabi;
· Rendered a final arbitral award as sole arbitrator appointed by DIAC in a dispute pertaining to a completion and handover of a unit in one of residential projects by one of Dubai’s largest real estate developers;
· Advising a UAE-based subcontractor in a dispute against a UAE contractor in a dispute pertaining to ADGM-seated ICC arbitration;
· Advising a UAE-based logistics company on a potential commencement of a DIAC arbitration against an Abu Dhabi-based contractor in a dispute concerning recovery of fees for services rendered in favour of the contractor.
· Advising a UAE-based sub-contractor in an ADGM-seated ICC arbitration against a contractor in a dispute pertaining to a USD 2.5 billion project in Abu Dhabi;
· Successfully represented a UAE-based IT company in a USD 300 million DIFC Courts proceedings against a syndicate of bank lenders in a dispute concerning allegations of breaches of a loan agreement and fraudulent guarantees;
· Representing a Dubai-based construction company in a USD 33 million DIAC arbitration against a leading Dubai property developer concerning multiple breaches of a subcontract agreement pertaining to construction of a major residential villa community;
· Advising a subsidiary of a world-renowned international IT corporation regarding a potential USD 3 million ad hoc arbitration over non-payment for services rendered to a construction contractor in Abu Dhabi;
· Advising a large offshore construction conglomerate with respect to a potential set aside application in Dubai Courts with respect to a USD 13 million final award issued by a DIFC-LCIA arbitral tribunal.
Awards and Recognition:
· Legal 500: United Arab Emirates - Construction.
· Thomson Reuters Asian Legal Business Law Awards 2023: Arbitration Law Firm of the Year

Al Tamimi & Company, Dubai, 2017 – 2021
Senior Associate, Arbitration Department
Selected Experience:
· Represented a Qatar-based construction and engineering company in a USD 50 million DIFC-LCIA arbitration relating to the quality of the subcontractor’s works on Dubai-based project;
· Represented a Qatar-based holding company in a USD 20 million GCCCAC arbitration in respect of a termination of several franchise agreements relating to establishment and operation of multiple food and beverage outlets;
· Represented a UAE-based company in multiple DIAC arbitrations, with an overall amount in dispute of over USD 25 million, relating to sale and purchase agreements for development of land plots in Dubai and Abu Dhabi;
· Represented a UAE-based financial and management consulting firm in an LCIA arbitration involving a multimillion-dollar dispute over services provided to its former client;
· Represented a Hong Kong-based documents processing company in a USD 10 million ICC arbitration relating to its former sub-contractor’s non-performance and breaches under the agreement covering the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, including failure to process payments according to instruction and breaches of non-compete provisions;
· Represented a French multinational corporation specialising in production of electronic equipment in a USD 4 million DIFC-LCIA arbitration relating to a termination of one of its client’s system integration agreement for sale, purchase, and installation of products;
· Advised the Government of the Republic of Uzbekistan on drafting Uzbekistan’s Law On International Commercial Arbitration 2021 (as part of an external team of experts instructed by the Asian Development Bank);
· Advised a high-net-worth individual on a potential USD 3 million DIAC arbitration relating to a shareholder dispute over unauthorised transactions processed through a DMCC company;
· Acted for a US citizen in a DIAC arbitration initiated by a Russia-affiliated helicopter services company regarding multiple alleged breaches a contract between the parties;
· Acted for a Russian engineering company in a debt recovery process against an aluminium factory in the UAE.
Awards and Recognition:
· The Oath Legal Awards 2018: Litigation & Dispute Resolution Firm of the Year;
· Al Tamimi & Company Employee Awards 2018: Innovation.
Mena Chambers Limited, Dubai, 2011 – 2016 (previously based in London and Brussels)
Founding Member, International Law & Dispute Resolution
Co-founded a boutique international law firm focusing on international arbitration and providing expert advice and legal opinions on the Energy Charter Treaty (the ECT):
· Rendered multiple final arbitral awards as sole arbitrator appointed by DIAC, including:
· Dispute regarding implementation of expansion strategy under an international franchise agreement;
· Dispute concerning construction and handover of retail units in a major Dubai shopping centre and corresponding advance payments made under six leasehold agreements;
· Acted as tribunal secretary in multiple high-value international arbitration cases (ICC, DIAC and UNCITRAL Rules), including:
· Assisting an ICC arbitral tribunal with administration of a USD 120 million dispute between a Danish exhibition company and the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Iraq relating to force majeure events preventing an international tour of the Nimrud Gold Collection, Iraq’s national treasure;
· Assisting an ICC arbitral tribunal with administration in a multi-million dispute between a contractor and a subcontractor relating to construction of a state-of-the-art research centre in Saudi Arabia;
· Assisting an ICC arbitral tribunal with administration in a multi-million dispute between a contractor and a subcontractor relating to contract construction of a shopping centre in Lebanon;
· Assisting an ICC arbitral tribunal with administration of commercial dispute between a distributor and a major international petrochemicals company concerning termination of a distributorship agreement in Jordan;
· Counsel in international arbitration cases under auspices of major international arbitration centres, including:
· Acting for a construction company against one of the largest energy corporations in a USD 85 million LCIA arbitration concerning development of a logistics support base for a major oil field in Iraq;
· Advising a Liechtenstein-registered company concerning investments in the gambling sector of Palestine, including the legal system, corporate structuring, and a USD 200-million SCAI arbitration;
· Representing a managing director of an investment corporation in a BCDR-AAA dispute with the Bahrain financial services regulator concerning risk management policies and transactions made during the 2007-2008 financial crisis.
· Assisted in research and preparation of legal opinions for international investment disputes, including:
· Expert Legal Opinions on matters pertaining to international law, government regulation and the ECT in Vattenfall AB et al v Federal Republic of Germany (ICSID Arbitration No. ARB/12/12) and Cem Cengiz Uzan v Republic of Turkey (SCC Case No. V 2014/023);
· Led the firm’s multiple projects, including:
· Organisation and digitization of documents comprising travaux préparatioires the ECT into an internal database;
· Production of an ECT App for mobile devices;
· Organisation of an Excel database aimed at statistical analysis of ECT cases and awards;
· Monthly ECT Client Newsletter.
PricewaterhouseCoopers UK LLP, London, 2010 – 2011
Senior Case Manager, Forensic Services
Supported Hogan Lovells, acting on behalf of BTA Bank against former management, in a USD 10 billion corporate litigation (The Lawyer Top 10 Cases in 2012) and asset recovery project, including:
· Participated in a confidential large-scale multi-layer document review pertaining to the bank’s corporate loans portfolio using eDiscovery software;
· Investigated multi-layer financial transactions and off-shore corporate arrangements;
· Uncovered the structure and fund transfers comprising a USD 300-million organised fraudulent scheme;
· Supervised 15 document review specialists in London, Moscow, and Yerevan (Armenia);
· Drafted summaries for comprehensive client reports and memorandums.
Webgains Limited, London, 2008 – 2010
Senior Business Consultant, Finance Department
Analysed financial performance of an international online company, including:
· Prepared weekly market share analysis and financial reports to company directors and shareholders;
· Developed and implemented financial and performance reporting models and revenue improvement strategies;
· Supervised debt recovery proceedings against delinquent clients.
Professor Adnan Amkhan Bayno Limited, London, 2008 – 2009
Assistant Counsel, Al-Bahloul v Republic of Tajikistan (SCC Case No. V (064/2008)	)
Acted for the claimant in a USD 240-million international investment arbitration case brought against Tajikistan on the basis of multiple breaches of the Energy Charter Treaty:
· Reviewed available documents, identified relevant evidence, prepared written submissions on selected arguments;
· Liaised with fact witnesses and prepared draft witness statements;
· Participated in the hearing on jurisdiction and liability, and assisted in representing the claimant.

EDUCATION
Legal Practice Course (LPC), College of Law, London (Corporate Route; Commendation), 2011 – 2012
· Electives: Acquisitions; Public Companies & Equity Finance; Commercial Dispute Resolution.

LLM (International Business Law), Queen Mary, University of London (Merit), 2008 – 2010
· Electives: Legal Aspect of International Finance; International Commercial Law; International and Comparative Commercial Arbitration;
· Dissertation: The Concept of Damages in International Investment Law.

LLB (Honours), University of Bedfordshire (2:1), 2005 – 2008
· Electives: Public International Law, Land Law, Aviation Law; E-Commerce Law;
· Dissertation: A Comparative Analysis of the Practical Tendencies of the United Kingdom and the Russian Federation Concerning State Immunity.

Finance, Moscow State University, 2002 – 2005
· Subjects: Jurisprudence; Finance; Economics; Accounting; Management; Marketing.

ADMISSIONS
· Solicitor, England & Wales (Active Practicing Certificate);
· Attorney, New York State Bar;
· Legal Consultant, The Government of Dubai Legal Affairs Department;
· Registered Practitioner (Part I and II (Limited Rights of Audience)), Dubai International Financial Centre Courts;
· Rights of Audience, Astana International Financial Centre Court;
· Registered Arbitrator: DIAC, SCCA, arbitrateAD, ICC UAE Commission, CRCICA, HKIAC, SIAC, HIAC, TIAC, Arbitra.

MEMBERSHIPS
· Member: IBA, SCCA, LCIA (YIAG Regional Representative 2025), ICCA, DIS, SAC, CEPANI, DAA, DIAC, RAI, BRLA, BIICL, CIArb (FCIArb), SCL (Gulf), APIAC.

PUBLICATIONS
· “Dubai Courts Drastically Curtail Recoverability of Legal Fees in Arbitration under the ICC Rules”, 2024, Kluwer Arbitration Blog;
· “Cryptocurrency platforms in the UAE: Accept all?”, 2024, Galadari Law Insights;
· “Generative AI and Dispute Resolution: The New Reality”, 2024, Jus Mundi;
· “Arbitration Commentary by Artificial Intelligence: Still Science Fiction or Already a Reality?”, 2023, Galadari Law Insights;
· Multiple arbitration-related articles, LexisNexis Middle East; 2022 - Present;
· “Arbitration in the United Arab Emirates”, RAA’s Arbitration.ru journal (Russian language section), 2021;
· “Dubai Courts Revise Judicial Practice Regarding Rate of Interest”, 2021, Galadari Law Insights;
· “Uzbekistan Adopts Law on International Commercial Arbitration”, 2021, Kluwer Arbitration Blog;
· “Use of modern technology in arbitration: evolution through necessity”, 2020, Al Tamimi & Company Law Update / Lexology;
· GAR Know how: Commercial Arbitration 2020, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 2020, Global Arbitration Review;
· GAR Know how: Commercial Arbitration 2020, United Arab Emirates, 2020, Global Arbitration Review;
· GAR Know how: Commercial Arbitration 2019, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 2019, Global Arbitration Review;
· Russian translation of UAE Federal Law No. 6 of 2018 on Arbitration (UAE Arbitration Law); 2019, Al Tamimi & Company / Russian Arbitration Association;
· “Dubai International Arbitration Centre Founding Statute Revised: What has Changed?”, 2019, Al Tamimi & Company Law Update / Kluwer Arbitration Blog;
· “So You Think You Can… Enforce an Arbitral Award in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia?”, 2018, Al Tamimi & Company Law Update / Kluwer Arbitration Blog;
· “Artificial Intelligence and International Arbitration: Going Beyond E-mail”, 2018, Al Tamimi & Company Law Update;
· “Protecting Foreign Direct Investment in the Middle East Through Investment Treaties and International Arbitration”, 2018, Al Tamimi & Company Law Update;
· “Investment Treaty Arbitration under the Energy Charter Treaty”, 2017, Lexis PSL;
·  “Arbitration Claims by Ukrainian Investors under the Russia-Ukraine BIT: between Crimea and a Hard Place?”, 2016, CIS Arbitration Forum;
· “Mr Pugachev’s Multi-Billion Dollar Claim and One Insurmountable Hurdle”, 2015, CIS Arbitration Forum;
· “The Bahrain Chamber for Dispute Resolution”, 2015, IBA Arbitration News;
· “Attachment of Russia Owned Assets in Belgium”, 2015, RAA;
· “South Stream Intergovernmental Agreements: A Compendium”, 2014 (Co-authored);
· “The Suspended Bulgarian Bill for Amendments of the Energy Act: Political Gambit or Genuine Concern”, September 2014 (Co-authored), IBA Oil & Gas Law Newsletter;
· Series of Notes on the Energy Charter Treaty, 2014-2015 (Co-authored).

Speaking opportunities, CONFERENCES, Lectures, Recognition
· Speaker, Galadari Event “Arbitration in the UAE: Keep Calm And Carry On?”; Dubai Arbitration Week, 2024;
· Speaker, JSA Event “Emerging trends in international arbitration – an India and Middle East perspective”, Dubai Arbitration Week 2024;
· Legal 500 EMEA 2024, Firm to Watch: Dispute Resolution: Arbitration and International Litigation;
· Legal 500 EMEA 2023, Recommended Lawyer, Tier 4: Construction;
· Lecturer, Monthly CLPD Course “Introduction to Practical Aspects of Conducting Arbitral Proceedings in the United Arab Emirate”, The Government of Dubai legal Affairs Department, January 2023 - Present;
· Speaker, “Arbitral Institutions – Where best to Settle Your CIS Related Dispute”, English Law Day, Istanbul, March 2023;
· Speaker, “Dubai International Arbitration Centre”, Russian Arbitration Association Arbitration Forum 2023; March 2023;
· Arbitrator, Lazareff Le Bars Annual Pre-Moot, Dubai, February 2023 - Present;
· Speaker, “Arbitration & Alternative Dispute Resolution”, ICC YAF, November 2021;
· Speaker, “Enforcement and Challenges to Arbitral Awards in the Middle East”, The Oath Magazine, August 2021;
· Lecturer, Monthly CLPD Course “Recognition and Enforcement of Arbitral Awards in the United Arab Emirates: Onshore, DIFC, ADGM”, The Government of Dubai legal Affairs Department, June 2021 – December 2022;
· Arbitrator, 12th Moscow Pre-Moot, March 2021;
· Speaker, ICC YAF Seminar “Tribunal Secretaries: the Young Practitioners’ Guide”; Dubai Arbitration Week, 2019;
· Organisation Committee Member, Young ICCA Skills Training Workshop, Dubai Arbitration Week, 2019;
· Organiser, Islamic Finance Conference, MC Academy/CIArb, Manama (Bahrain), 2016;
· Speaker, Energy and Arbitration, AIA, Brussels, 2016;
· Speaker, Yukos Panel Discussion, Shepherd and Wedderburn, London, 2016;
· Arbitrator, IV ICC Lex Mercatoria, Minsk, 2015;
· Arbitrator, 22nd Vis Moot pre-moots, Riga-Amman-Moscow, 2015;
· Speaker, Young Members Group Annual Conference, CIArb, London, 2014;
· Organiser, Sir Elihu Lauterpacht Lecture Series on the Administration of International Justice, Brussels, 2012.

Projects		Founder of lawevents.com (LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, Instagram);
			Founder of Galadari’s AI Commentary on Arbitration;
			Investor in Paris Arbitration Centre by Delos.

Languages		English, Russian, Latvian (full professional proficiency in all three languages).

References		Available on request.
